
MEMORANDUM         
 

 
 
 

TO: SLDMWA Water Resources Committee Members and Alternates 

FROM: Scott Petersen, Water Policy Director 

DATE: January 11, 2021 

RE: Update on Water Policy/Resources Activities 

   

BACKGROUND   
This memorandum is provided to briefly summarize the current status of various agency 
processes regarding water policy activities, including but not limited to the (1) Reinitiation of 
Consultation on Long-Term Operations (“ROC on LTO”), (2) State Water Resources Control Board 
Action, including the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan update, (3) San Joaquin River 
Restoration Program, (4) Delta Conveyance, (5) Delta Stewardship Council, and (6) Water 
Blueprint for the San Joaquin Valley.  

 
POLICY ITEMS 

Reclamation Directives and Standards 

Documents out for Comment 
There are currently no draft documents out for review. 
 

State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) Activity 

Documents out for Comment 
There are currently no draft documents out for review. 
 

Bay Delta Water Quality Control Plan Update 
The State Water Board is currently considering updates to its 2006 Water Quality Control Plan 

for the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Estuary (“Bay Delta Plan”) in two 

phases (Plan amendments). The first Plan amendment is focused on San Joaquin River flows 

and southern Delta salinity (“Phase I” or “San Joaquin River Flows and Southern Delta Salinity 

Plan Amendment”). The second Plan amendment is focused on the Sacramento River and its 

tributaries, Delta eastside tributaries (including the Calaveras, Cosumnes, and Mokelumne 

rivers), Delta outflows, and interior Delta flows (“Phase II” or “Sacramento/Delta Plan 

Amendment”). 
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During the December 12, 2018 Water Board Meeting, the Department of Water Resources 

(“DWR”) and Department of Fish and Wildlife presented proposed “Voluntary Settlement 

Agreements” (“VSAs”) on behalf of Reclamation, DWR, and the public water agencies they 

serve to resolve conflicts over proposed amendments to the Bay-Delta Plan update.1 The State 

Water Board did not adopt the proposed VSAs in lieu of the proposed Phase 1 amendments, 

but as explained below, directed staff to consider the proposals as part of a future Delta-wide 

proposal. 

Phase 1 Status:  The State Water Board adopted a resolution2 to adopt amendments to the 

Water Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Estuary 

and adopt the Final Substitute Environmental Document during its December 12, 2018 public 

meeting.   

Phase 2 Status:  In the State Water Board’s resolution adopting the Phase 1 amendments, the 

Water Board directed staff to assist the Natural Resources Agency in completing a Delta 

watershed-wide agreement, including potential flow and non-flow measures for the Tuolumne 

River, and associated analyses no later than March 1, 2019. Staff were directed to incorporate 

the Delta watershed-wide agreement as an alternative for a future, comprehensive Bay-Delta 

Plan update that addresses the reasonable protection of beneficial uses across the Delta 

watershed, with the goal that comprehensive amendments may be presented to the State 

Water Board for consideration as early as possible after December 1, 2019. As the State Water 

Board further refines this update, there will be opportunity for public comment. 

The effort has made significant progress since an initial framework was presented to the State 

Water Board on December 12, 2018. 

On March 1, 2019, the California Department of Water Resources and the Department of Fish 

and Wildlife submitted documents3 to the State Water Board that reflect progress since 

December to flesh-out the previously submitted framework to improve conditions for fish 

through targeted river flows and a suite of habitat-enhancing projects including floodplain 

inundation and physical improvement of spawning and rearing areas. 

Since the March 1 submittal, significant work has taken place to develop the package into a 

form that is able to be analyzed by State Water Board staff for legal and technical adequacy. On 

                                                      
1 Available at https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Blogs/Voluntary-Settlement-
Agreement-Meeting-Materials-Dec-12-2018-DWR-CDFW-CNRA.pdf.  
2Available at 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/resolutions/2018/rs2018_0059.pdf.  
3 Available at http://resources.ca.gov/docs/voluntary-
agreements/2019/Complete_March_1_VA_Submission_to_SWRCB.pdf  

https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Blogs/Voluntary-Settlement-Agreement-Meeting-Materials-Dec-12-2018-DWR-CDFW-CNRA.pdf
https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Blogs/Voluntary-Settlement-Agreement-Meeting-Materials-Dec-12-2018-DWR-CDFW-CNRA.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/resolutions/2018/rs2018_0059.pdf
http://resources.ca.gov/docs/voluntary-agreements/2019/Complete_March_1_VA_Submission_to_SWRCB.pdf
http://resources.ca.gov/docs/voluntary-agreements/2019/Complete_March_1_VA_Submission_to_SWRCB.pdf
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June 30, 2019, a status update with additional details was submitted to the Board for review. 

Additionally, on February 4, 2020, the State team released a framework for the Voluntary 

Agreements to reach “adequacy”, as defined by the State team. 

Further work and analysis is needed to determine whether the agreements can meet 

environmental objectives required by law and identified in the State Water Board’s update to 

the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan.  

Delta Conveyance 

Public Engagement Outlook 
As we begin the new year and the planning process for the proposed Delta Conveyance Project 
continues to move forward, public information and community engagement will remain a 
central and important focus. Looking ahead to release of a Draft Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) for public review in mid-2022, the Department of Water Resources (DWR) has prepared a 
public outreach plan that identifies information and engagement opportunities and milestones. 
Read more about the plan here. 
 

Introduction to Community Benefits Program Development 
An important component of public engagement over the next few years is development of a 
community benefits program for the proposed Delta Conveyance Project that will be 
developed in coordination with the local community to ultimately identify and implement 
commitments, if the Delta Conveyance Project is approved, to help protect and enhance 
the cultural, recreational, natural resource and agricultural values of the Delta. DWR has 
initiated this process and immediate next steps include soliciting input from the community 
regarding potential concepts and approaches which will lead to development of a framework to 
be presented in the Draft EIR. Read more about community benefits program development 
here.  
 

Alternatives Screening Process 
An important component of Draft EIR development is reviewing and analyzing alternatives to 
the proposed project that meet the project’s objectives and avoid or reduce potential 
significant environmental impacts. Additional information on the alternatives 
screening process, including examples of alternatives considered, can be found here.  
We will continue to use these emails to provide updates and share informational materials and 
other items throughout the year. For any questions or requests for additional information, 
please contact us at 1-866-924-9955 or deltaconveyance@water.ca.gov. 
 

https://water.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5e371813b4f6783ed8cdddcab&id=3617684731&e=b2734cb377
https://water.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5e371813b4f6783ed8cdddcab&id=7ebf698482&e=b2734cb377
https://water.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5e371813b4f6783ed8cdddcab&id=65f3c7e619&e=b2734cb377
https://water.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5e371813b4f6783ed8cdddcab&id=b09659c563&e=b2734cb377
mailto:deltaconveyance@water.ca.gov

